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The Michigan Junior Chamber





Sail By the Stars, Explore New Horizons

2006 Michigan Individual Development Team
Basic Competitions Information

Pre registration is encouraged if you’re driving a long distance.  You may pre register online at www.mijaycees.org (click on the Individual Development Section) or by contacting the Mike Cross, State Competitions Program Manager.  Registrations will be taken on site on a First-Come, First-Serve Basis.  If you plan to register at the assembly, please take the earliest time slot available to allow for late arrivals.  Failure to appear at your scheduled competition time will result in your scheduled time being reassigned.  You will be assigned the next available time slot.

The following events require pre-registration:  Prepared Speak Up, Armbruster, Brownfield, Master Speak Up.  However, it is best if all competitors pre-register.

Local chapter presidents and members of the Michigan Jaycee Board of Directors may participate in Competitions, however, they will be judged separately and are not eligible to represent Michigan in a US Jaycee Competition (exception: Debate, and Master Speak-up

​​​​​​​​​​All Write-Up Entries, Brownfield/Armbruster Resumes, and Judges Comments will be available at convention.  They will be distributed Saturday afternoon to your Chapter President, IDVP, or Region Director.  

COMPETITION START TIMES 

	Speak Ups, Armbruster, and Brownfield
	TBD
	Prepared Write Up Due
	TBD

	Impromptu Write Up & Jaycee Jeopardy
	TBD
	Debate
	TBD


February and August Convention Competitions will start on Saturday.  Stay tuned for exact start times.

May and November Convention Competitions will start on Friday evening.  Stay tuned for exact start times.

This is a change from previous conventions in order to encourage participation.

Brownfield & Armbruster Competitions

These competitions are similar to job interviews. They are competitions under the same premise, but competitors are limited to their years of involvement with the Jaycees. 

The Brownfield competition is open to any new Jaycee who has been a member for less than one year. Past Brownfield Competitors are NOT eligible.  The Armbruster competition is open to Jaycees who have been a member for more than one year. 

Both Brownfield & Armbruster Competitors are encouraged to:

• Dress in professional attire
• Have 3-5 reference letters (one must be from their local chapter president) 
• Do not wear their Jaycee name badge... just a general Jaycee lapel pin
• Introduce themselves to the judges and thank them at the end of the interview


Competitors are judged 50% on their oral interview and 50% on their resume.

THE ORAL INTERVIEW:
The oral interview is 50% of your score. Each competitor will be invited into a room with a panel of up to 3 judges. After an introduction, a series of questions for which there is no right or wrong answer will be asked based on Jaycee experience/involvement and questions relevant to the non-Jaycee world. Each competitor is given as much time as necessary to answer the questions. The judges are interested in meaningful, relevant responses - not necessarily the length. Each competitor will be scored from the moment he/she walks into the room. Competitors will also be scored on eye contact, confidence, appearance, and enthusiasm.

THE "PORTFOLIO"/RESUME: 

The other 50% of a competitor's score will be based on the Jaycee "portfolio"/resume which can be no more than 15 pages complete. Tabs and dividers do not count.

The first two pages of the portfolio should be a business style resume with information about the award year only. For Brownfield this means the FIRST 12 MONTHS. Armbruster information must include activities between the date of competition and one year previous for Jaycees related data only.  Non-Jaycee data that goes into the portfolio (such as work experience and education) is not limited to one year. Resumes should be 1-2 pages maximum, consisting of a summary of Jaycee, non-Jaycee, educational and work experiences and can be in any professional/business style.

The remainder of the portfolio includes up to 10 pages of substantiating material which may include CPGs, articles, newsletters, certificates, photographs, correspondence, mileage logs, training logs, etc. 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION:
Each portfolio should include three (3) to five (5) letters of recommendation. One must be from the competitor’s chapter president. Letters of recommendation will be typed.  One page maximum length for each letter. 

THINGS THAT MIGHT BE INCLUDED IN THE RESUME 

· # Of new members personally recruited/ # helped recruit/extensions

· Involvement on state/national/international level

· Involvement in management & membership areas of total concept

· Total miles traveled for visitations, state meetings, natl. Events, etc.

· Total # of projects participated in (example 90% or 58 projects)

· Total # of CD projects you worked, $ raised by projects, # of people 

· Highlight your involvement in certain CD projects

· How many projects you chaired, were on the committee for....

· # Of man hours you put into community service projects

· Degrees of Jaycees involvement, last level achieved

· Involvement in ID programs, include total #

· Personal growth relating to work/non-Jaycees/family

· Impact Jaycee involvement has had on non-Jaycee aspects of your life

· Your other community organization affiliations

Judges comments & resumes/portfolios will be returned Saturday to your Region Director, IDVP, or Chapter President.  

Write-Up Competitions

IMPROMPTU WRITE-UP  Competitors are given a topic and have 30 minutes to compose an essay on that subject. Competitors are supplied with paper and pencils. Always use a pencil. The ability to erase a word or sentence is better than crossing out ink. Essays can be as long or short as needed to get your point across.  Dictionaries or other references cannot be used since spelling, albeit a small part of the total score, is a part of the overall write up judging criteria.  


Write-ups are judged based on the following criteria: 
• Content (originality and meaning) 
• Introduction (relationship to essay) 
• Theme Development (use of examples and illustrations) 
• Conclusion (effectiveness) 
• Grammar 
• Neatness 
• Spelling 
• Format (logic pattern) 

Helpful hint: Take the first 3-5 minutes to write down an outline of your thoughts. Be sure to structure your write-up to include an introduction, body and a conclusion. No uniforms or identifying badges, pins, or buttons are allowed.


PREPARED WRITE-UP essays should be turned in with Programming Books Judging. Topics will be available via the Hotline, ID Newsletter, and MIJC website one (1) month before convention. Essays can be as long or short as needed to get your point across. Judging follows the same criteria as the impromptu write-up. 


Speak-Up Competitions

Competitors must arrive 15 minutes before their scheduled time! Speeches should be 5-7 minutes in length for PREPARED SPEAK UP OR MASTER SPEAK UP. The winner of PREPARED SPEAK UP is expected to give their winning speech at the Saturday luncheon or Saturday evening depending upon the particular convention.  The topic should be based on one line of the Jaycee creed or another topic that may be chosen.  If a non-Creed topic is given it will be posted a month ahead of time.  The speech length for IMPROMPTU SPEAK UP is 3-5 minutes.  The topic will be given when the competitor enters the room and there will be a 10 second pause before the competitor has to commence speaking. 

Speak-ups are judged based on the following criteria: 

	DELIVERY: 
• Appearance 
• Voice 
• Gestures 
• Eye Contact


	CONTINUITY: 
• Opening 
• Main Theme 
• Closing 

	SALESMANSHIP:

· Sincerity

· Audience

· Appeal

	PREPARATION: 
• Originality 
• Facts 
• Word Choice and Phrasing
	LENGTH OF SPEECH
	

	
	
	


Helpful hint: Winning speeches are ones that make the draw the audience in . Exciting and enthusiastic speakers with topics that tell a story or relate to a shared experience involve the whole audience and are usually the winner in Speak-Up competition. No uniforms or identifying badges, pins, or buttons are allowed. Props are allowed. A prop is defined as any object that aids in the furtherance of a speaker's point or emphasis. However, if the winner continues on to the National Competition, props are not allowed. Good luck!  Note cards are allowed at MIJC conventions but be careful in using them.  Too frequent of a use may result in a lower score.  National Speak-Up competition does NOT allow the use of note cards.  

Jaycee Jeopardy Competition
JAYCEE JEOPARDY is a two-part question-and-answer competition dealing mainly with the history of the Junior Chamber organization, its officers, goals and activities. Competitors take a written test on their Jaycee knowledge. 

Questions will be taken from the Legacy of Leadership Book, or any MIJC / USJCC Website or publication.
Helpful hint: Many of the answers to this competition can be found in the book by John Clark: "Legacy of Leadership", Jaycees Magazine, and The Book. Also, be sure to check out the USJCC and MIJC websites for updated information and listing of national & state officers.  Review your Jaycee Magazine mailed to you via the US Jaycees

Debate Competitions

GENERAL INFORMATION: A Jaycee Debate team must include two speakers and one coach or idea person (may be a local president of Michigan Jaycee Officer. Each team will be given the topic fifteen minutes prior to competition. Teams will argue opposite sides of the topic and a coin toss will be used to determine which team will be able to choose their preferred side. Both teams are pro-vided with the topic at the same time and the team winning the right to choose either “for” or “against” will be provided with two minutes to make their determination. Different topics will be used for each round of competition and may be either Jaycee or non-Jaycee related.
The debate itself will be composed of three sections: 

1. Opening speeches: 3 minutes Affirmative (Pro), 3 minutes Negative (Con)

2. Rebuttal speeches:  2 minutes Affirmative, 2 minutes Negative

3. Closing speeches: 1 minute Negative, 1 minute Affirmative.  

NO NEW MATERIAL MAY BE INTRODUCED during the closing arguments; the speaker may only rebut material already presented.  New material is defined as any new or additional facts OR expanding upon a previously touched upon concept, idea, etc…  Each team will be allowed one two-minute time out between speakers throughout the match. The team not speaking is allowed to ask questions of the speaker after the initial minute of speech in each of the opening and rebuttal sessions but only at the discretion of the speaker. 

The order of the debate after the initial 15- minute prep time is as follows:

Affirmative opening argument (Pro 1)

Negative opening argument (Con 1)

Affirmative rebuttal (Pro 2)

Negative rebuttal (Con 2)

Negative Closing 

Affirmative Closing

NOTE:  This is the order that National competitions and colleague debates work.  This is different from 2003 and previous MIJC debate formats.  

Visual time prompts will be displayed and speakers will be expected to stop promptly at the expiration of their time.

DUTIES OF AND HINTS FOR SPEAKERS: 

All Speeches: 

· The cases should be easy to follow and should make sense on the first hearing. 

· The speeches should keep the audience in mind and not use jargon. 

· The speeches should be well rehearsed and meet the time limits. 

· The delivery should be in an eloquent and persuasive manner. 

· Speakers should remain professional and considerate of the audience. 

· 1 minute may be allowed between each presentation for the next team to prepare their argument. 

Constructive Speeches (3 minutes): 

· Should build an argument for or against the proposition. New facts and ideas are presented. 

· Negative side could focus only on the ideas presented by the affirmative side and persuade the judges away from the affirmative.  This is the traditional and most common method used by the Negative (Con) Side.  Negative debates are allowed to challenge the Affirmative by introducing a new way of meeting the goals that the Affirmative suggests.  This is a risky proposition in the world of debate but has been successful at times.  Either way the task of the Negative is to persuade the judges away from the Affirmative side.

Rebuttal Speeches (2 minutes): 

· Only deal with the main arguments that were presented in the constructive speech. 

· Re-establish case and refute arguments. 

· Indicate arguments that opposing side has misinterpreted or dropped. 

· Extend preliminary arguments rather than repeating information or initiating new topics. 

Closing Summaries (1 minute): 

· Use the strongest of the previously presented arguments to persuade the judges to vote for their position. 

· The final opportunity for each team to persuade the judges in their favor. 

No new facts or ideas may be presented.  New material is defined as any new or additional facts OR expanding upon a previously touched upon concept, idea, etc…  
